Ultrastructural cytochemical observations of the cell coat of two Trichomonas vaginalis isolates with different degree of virulence.
The cell coat of two Trichomonas vaginalis isolates with different degree of virulence isolated in Mexico from symptomatic women was studied by cytochemical assays. The use of carbohydrate cell surface markers allowed us to visualize greater electron-dense deposits in the highly virulent T. vaginalis isolate than in the less virulent one. On the contrary, parasites treated with concanavalin A showed a heavy uniform electron-dense deposit on the cell surface that was similar in both isolates. When parasites were treated with cationized ferritin the amount of bounded particles on the cell surface was greater in the higher virulent isolate.